
















with  their  lives  than  people  who  are  not  economically  active.  Indeed,  the  non‐searching 
unemployed  have  hit  rock  bottom.  Assuming  that  people  do  not  freely  choose  an 
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Source: Own calculations using NIDS wave 1 and 2





















































unemployed  ‐0.58  ‐0.80  ‐0.26  ‐0.67  ‐0.53 
Number in sample  281  103  403  553  1340 
Non‐searching 
unemployed  ‐0.67  0.12  ‐0.33  ‐0.42  ‐0.33 
Number in sample  113  65  167  364  709 
Employed  ‐1.56  ‐1.40  ‐0.52  ‐0.59  ‐0.63 
Number in sample  272  163  2479  1069  3983 
Not econ active  ‐0.77  ‐1.46  ‐0.24  ‐0.63  ‐0.63 
Number in sample  376  216  520  2722  3834 
Total   ‐0.93  ‐1.13  ‐0.44  ‐0.62  ‐0.59 


















































2 A searching unemployed person has a 1.3% higher probability of reporting the lowest satisfaction level and a 1% 
lower probability of reporting the highest satisfaction level than any not-economically-active individual. These 
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